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2017 FACILITIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE (FAC) 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 12, 2017 – FACILITIES OVERVIEW  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
  
MEMBERS PRESENT 
Robert Alvarez, Oscar Hernandez, Aaron Thomas Ruth, Simone Hendricks, Manny Soto, Jose Villa, Jose 
Gregorio DeAnda, Marcella Van Hoove, Elias Ayub, Holli Yeager, Jim Kotter, David Trejo, Hank Green, 
Jennifer Campbell, Debra Herbort 
 
BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT 
Board President Paul Guerra, Board Vice President Cynthia Najera, Board Trustee Tony Ayub, Board 
Trustee Hector Gonzalez 
 
STAFF PRESENT 
Jose Espinoza, superintendent of schools; Thomas Eyeington, chief operation officer; Marivel Macias, 
assistant superintendent administrative services; Daniel Escobar, chief communication officer; Carmen 
Crosse, assistant superintendent for secondary education; Gabriel Crespo, director of construction; 
Christy Flores-Jones, senior communication specialist; Gracie Tovar, administrative specialist II; Jon-Carlo 
Diaz, multimedia specialist; Acavius Largo, production specialist; Cristal Cisneros, public relations student 
worker; Brianda Gonzalez, administrative specialist II; Alan Sanchez, technology communication specialist; 
Jay Mauricio, technology communication specialist;  
 
GUESTS PRESENT 
Sergio Manjarrez on behalf of Angelica Soto, Josh Carter on behalf of Mary Gonzalez 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
The meeting was called to order at 6 p.m. 
 
WELCOME 
Mr. Alvarez welcomed the committee back after the summer break and introduced Dr. Espinoza. Dr. 
Espinoza thanked the committee for its continued work to assess district facility needs and mentioned 
that staff was busy getting ready for the new school year with SCEI coaches, assistant principals, and 
principals meeting this week for professional development and training for the upcoming year. He 
recognized Montwood assistant principals Brandon Rios, Nadia De La Rosa, Moises Loya, Diane Duncan 
and Antoinette Howard. He also introduced Board President Guerra, Board Vice President Najera, 
Trustees Mr. Gonzalez and Mr. Ayub. Mr. Guerra also welcomed the FAC back, thanked them for their 
service again, and introduced Mr. Oscar Hernandez, a committee member, who was named the FAC co-
chair. 
 
MONTWOOD / El DORADO HIGH FEEDER PATTERN FACILITIES OVERVIEW 
Mr. Eyeington gave a presentation on the facility needs of schools in the Montwood and El Dorado areas, 
as identified in the 2016 facility assessment. The specific items reviewed for each campus are outlined in 
the meeting presentation. 
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Montwood High School was built in 1990, has three floors with about 334,000 square feet, sits on 
almost 50 acres of land, and has a capacity of 2,725. The high school was compared to Pebble Hills High 
School to review the educational appropriateness of the facility. In addition to the educational 
appropriateness and capital improvement items outlined in the study, it was noted that the front 
entrance of the school could be re-constructed as the current set-up is a safety concern.  
 
The other schools reviewed were Montwood Middle School and Elfida P. Chavez Elementary School, 
which are campuses joined to form a combo school. The schools were built in 1997. Montwood Middle, 
a two-story facility, was compared to SSG. Manuel R. Puentes Middle School for educational 
appropriateness. Elfida P. Chavez Elementary was compared to Purple Heart Elementary School. In 
addition, the campus does not have a multi-purpose room. 
 
The other elementary schools in the Montwood feeder area that do not have a multi-purpose room are 
Benito Martinez, Helen Ball and O’Shea Keleher. As discussed in previous meetings, multi-purpose 
rooms are small gyms that give schools an area for students to use for physical education, staff 
development, and other school activities. These schools are among the 16 campuses that do not have 
multi-purpose rooms in the district. 
 
Schools in the El Dorado feeder area also were reviewed. Jane A. Hambric School is unique in that the 
campus sits on property that is shared in an interlocal agreement with the City of El Paso. The K-8 school 
uses the track and playing fields during school hours and after school hours they are open to the general 
public. The two-story school was built in 2000 and also was compared to Puentes Middle School. Bill 
Sybert School is a single-story facility built in 2002 and is also a K-8 school.  
 
El Dorado High School was built in 2003, is a two-story facility with some 393,000 square feet, and has a 
capacity of 3,030. Specific items discussed include the lack of air conditioning in the school’s athletic 
areas and its cafeteria, which is undersized for the campus. The elementary school in the El Dorado 
feeder area without a multi-purpose room is Sgt. Roberto Ituarte Elementary. The other schools in the 
area are newer schools that were built with multi-purpose rooms. 
 
Mr. Eyeington also provided a list of facility assessment definitions for committee members who had 
previously asked for further explanation of some of the terms. 
 
MONTWOOD HIGH SCHOOL TOUR    
Assistant principal Moises Loya led the tour of Montwood High School. The group visited fine arts, 
academic, and support spaces across the campus. Major discussion focused on the smaller spaces 
students/teachers have to work in as compared to newer campuses. In some instances, students are not 
able to take a desired course due to lack of physical space to accommodate a full roster. One specific 
example was a math classroom that is smaller than many elementary rooms yet sits 35 high school 
students. The committee discussed that the spaces were not conducive to supporting the best possible 
instruction for students. In addition, the committee noted the small size of the campus kitchen, serving, 
and dining areas. 
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EL DORADO HIGH SCHOOL TOUR 
El Dorado principal Cynthia Retana led the tour at El Dorado High School. The committee visited the 
cafeteria, the locker room and athletic area, fine arts, science and computer lab/classrooms. Major 
discussion focused on the undersized cafeteria that is not adequate to serve and seat the school’s 
population and the lack of adequate air conditioning in the locker room and athletic area.  
 
NEXT STEPS 
The next meeting will be July 19 at Americas High School. It will include a campus tour and a facilities 
overview and recap. Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. The meeting will begin at 6 p.m.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
The bus returned to Montwood High School and the meeting was adjourned at 8:22 p.m. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


